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April 13, 2023

This Sunday: 
· IN-PERSON Services @ 9:30 0r 11 a.m.  
· LIVESTREAM link Sunday @ 11 a.m.  
· Nursery, Kids Kingdom (Sunday School) @ 9:30
· Youth Sunday School @ 9:30 this week
· Adult Classes @ 9:30
· Nursery, Young Worshippers, Pizza Boxes @ 11 a.m. for kids
[bookmark: _Hlk116458209][bookmark: _Hlk117147194][bookmark: _Hlk117062820]
It’s Solidarity Sunday!  Today we will be hearing from Canadian Baptist Ministries, our global partner around the world!  Dennis Shierman, our Western Canadian CBM Rep, will be sharing with us in this service.  

If you are interested in Cuba, you are invited to a lunch after church this Sunday to visit with Dennis Shierman from CBM. He was in Cuba with our teams in 2016 and 2023 and would love to talk with us about our interest in ministry in Cuba and what other Canadian churches can learn from our experiences in our current Cuba partnership.  If you know for sure you will be attending the lunch, please let Colleen Klassen know if there is something you would like to bring and she’ll let you know what is needed, but you don’t have to bring something to attend.

Make sure you see ﻿our First B Mural Mosaic which is now up on the wall just to the left of the fireside door as you come in from outside 5th Ave.  Thanks to Kathy Fairbairn for donating the frame and the group of us who met at Lynn Wilson’s to put it together!  All in all it was a wonderful time of individual and group effort that will last for a few years yet :) in praise of the God we are created by and truly thankful for!  Each tile demonstrates something in Southern Alberta we are thankful for!

[bookmark: _Hlk129592167]Bruce’s Sabbatical
Council has granted Bruce a sabbatical for spiritual, emotional, and physical renewal.  Over the past three years, Bruce has been able to take only half of his vacation, and none of his study time.  Bruce will be away April 1-June 30 on sabbatical, then on vacation in July.  We have amazing staff and volunteers who will cover preaching and pastoral care responsibilities.  Bruce has worked ahead, so daily readings will continue in his absence.

Daily Reading & Prayer Guides
An APRIL-MAY guide is available at the church and online.  Bruce prepares a new devotional reading, reflection, and prayer for each day.  If you would like the daily email version, email info@firstb.net or sign up at www.firstb.net.  Prefer paper?  They are in the Fireside Room.  Or we can mail it to you.  

Our Stitch in Time
If you are crocheting, knitting, or quilting throughout the year, why not donate what you make to someone in need?  We’re always on the lookout for everything from toques to scarves to baby blankets.  Contact Carol Jolliffe at 403-327-1023.
[bookmark: _Hlk127282967]
Kids’ Kingdom (Contact Angela: angela@firstb.net)
· Kids’ Kingdom (Sunday School) @ 9:30 
· Staffed Nursery @ 9:30.  Self-serve Nursery @ 11
· Young Worshipers from 11:15-12:00.  
· Toy packs and Pizza boxes – kids’ activity boxes – are available during the services.

YETI Youth
Grades 6-12, you are welcome to join us for youth.  Grab a youth calendar from the foyer or youth room for what’s going on.   Contact kyle@firstb.net for details.  
· Youth Group, NO youth April 19.
· Worship night April 20 at University Drive Alliance Church (UDAC)
· Sunday School, Sundays @ 9:30 am. JR high meet in the youth room and SR high meet in room 3 in the west-wing.  
· Youth Mission Trip:  SERVE in Kelowna BC, July 2-8.  Information and applications are in the youth room.  Deadline to apply is Sunday April 23.

Young Adults, Mondays at 7 p.m.
All Young Adults are welcome to an inductive Bible Study on Daniel, Mondays at 7 p.m., in the Fireside Room.  Contact Kyle for more information.

Adult Small Groups this week
Bible studies and small groups meet various times during the week.  All welcome new members.  A great way to make connections and grow closer to God.  Contact Mark: mark@firstb.net.
· Sunday Pre-service prayer @ 9:00 a.m.  Zoom link 
· Sunday @ 9:30 a.m.  Parent Connections in the room by the Offices.
· Sunday @ 9:30 a.m.  Daniel Class, with Gord Hunt, in-person in the West Wing and online.  Zoom link   
· Sunday @ 9:30 a.m.  Sometimes the Bible Says Both Things.  Online Class, with Marv Wirzba.  Zoom link   
· Bible Study on Ruth, every second Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., online, led by Troy (this Thursday, April 18).  Contact troy@firstb.net  
· Bible Study on Ruth, every second Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., in the West Wing, led by Katelyn Entz (next, April 26).  Contact Katelynentz@outlook.com 
· Men’s Book Study, Thursdays, 8 a.m., in the Fireside Room

Evangelism Masterclass.  Tuesday, April 18 at 11am.  McDaniel Phillips will help us develop Discipleship Culture.  Join over Zoom or join as a small group of us to watch online at the church.  Contact mark@firstb.net for more info.

Songs of the Resurrection: A Hymn Sing. Sunday,  April 23 at 3;00 pm.  Gem of the West Museum.  Free will donation.  Come join Quartet: Craig & Sharon Loewen, Barbie Paterson and Rob Budd, accompanied by Kathy Heidebrecht.

Hand Bells
Everyone welcome.  For more information, contact Lucy Graham:  lgraham405@hotmail.com 
· Bridge City Bells, Mondays at 1 pm
· FirstB Bells, Mondays at 4:55 pm 
· Quartet Practice, Thursdays at 9 am
· First B Rehearsal – Saturday, April 15 @ 10 am

Drop In, Wednesdays @ 10
Everyone is invited to meet in the Fireside Room for connection, conversation, games, and coffee.  Contact mark@firstb.net for more information.

Art Class, Thursdays @ 10
You are invited to make friends, learn, and share.  Beginners and new people are welcome.  If you’re working on or completed a project, bring it along.

Soup Kitchen, April 18, 9 a.m.
First B provides lunch at the Soup Kitchen on the 3rd Tuesday each month.  If you would like to help, please contact Anne Dyck at 403-308-6534 for details

The Blankenstyns are back in Canada, June 19-July 25!
The Blankenstyns will be sharing about their Kenya experience on Sunday, June 25.  In the meantime, please keep Mark, Dawn, Alea, Loranne, Renae, and Aaron in your prayers.  They are in Nairobi for two years.  Mark is the elementary principal and Dawn teaches music at Rosslyn Academy.  If you’re on Facebook, you can follow their adventures at Blankies in Kenya

Financial Update
We have $253,500 remaining to pay off in our goal of 5 more years.  Please take a look at the display of renovation pictures near the coffee station in the Fireside Room to see how we got to where we are now.  Your continued support for this project is required and much appreciated to get our debt paid off   To date this year $8835 has been contributed to this "beyond budget" project.  

Tech Training Videos
Hannah Roberts has made a wonderful series of 4 Tech Training Videos, designed to give an overview of how we run our audio and visual equipment on Sunday mornings.  If you are interested in getting involved with tech, or if you're a past tech who could use a little refresher course, these videos are a short and fun place to start.  The topics covered include:
· Presenting with Easy Worship
· Livestreaming the Service
· Setting Up the Stage
· Running the Sound Board

Worship Opportunities & Playlist
· We are always looking for volunteers for worship teams.  Contact matt@firstb.net
· We are looking for sound, PowerPoint, and livestream technicians for our services.  We will provide awesome training.  Please contact matt@firstb.net
· We have a library of our community worship videos from our Covid era:  https://firstb.net/music-videos/.  Or check out our YouTube playlist.  We have more than 200 music videos.  A BIG THANK YOU to all our musicians!

East Parking Lot on Sundays
Please remember the small east parking lot is all reserved for handicapped parking on Sundays.  Out of consideration for those with mobility issues, If you do not need a handicapped spot, please park in front of the church, across the street, or in the west parking lot.

Remember, the loading zone on 5th Avenue is for loading and unloading of passengers. 

Stage
The stage downstairs is being used on Sundays as a classroom.  We ask that you do not drop things off at the church and leave them on the stage.  Please consider donating to a local thrift store such as MCC on 2nd Ave N if the church has not requested items.  


Days for Girls (daysforgirls.org)
Monday, May 1, 1-3 pm, volunteers are meeting at the church to work on preparing components, folding underwear, and washcloths, and preloading the shields.  Contact Sharon at sharon.loewen@gmail.com or visit the Days for Girls Lethbridge Facebook Page

Prayer Requests
[bookmark: _Hlk103843664]Need prayer?  Contact any of our staff (mark@firstb.net, troy@firstb.net, kyle@firstb.net, angela@firstb.net)  

Giving to First B
Please help us have a global impact, help people in need, pay bills, and care for our staff.  Call or email the church anytime:  403-327-2082 or info@firstb.net. 

· Donate at www.firstb.net (“DONATE” button in right hand column)
· Sign up for automatic withdrawal (403-327-2082 or info@firstb.net) 
· Give through e-transfer (giving@firstb.net, no password required. Please remember to include your first and last name in the email)
· Bring your offering to our in-person services Sunday morning
· Mail in cheques
· Drop cheques at the Office or through the mail slot in the Steeple Door
· Use the debit machine at the church
· If you would like offering envelopes, please contact the Office

[bookmark: _Hlk88717538]Ways you can make a difference:
· Check out the Volunteer Lethbridge website for volunteer opportunities.
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