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March 16, 2023

This Sunday we’ll hear from our Cuba Team about their recent trip.  
· IN-PERSON Services @ 9:30 0r 11 a.m.  
· LIVESTREAM link Sunday @ 11 a.m.  
· Nursery, Kids Kingdom (Sunday School) @ 9:30
· Youth Sunday School @ 9:30 this week
· Adult Classes @ 9:30
· Nursery, Young Worshippers, Pizza Boxes @ 11 a.m. for kids
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Lenten Lunches, Thursdays @ Noon
TODAY @ St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church at 12 p.m.  Everyone welcome.  Our Downtown Church network sponsors free, simple, soup and bun lunches, with a devotional through Lent.  March 23 – St. Augustine’s Anglican Church.  

Easter Choir
Do you enjoy singing???  For the Easter season, choir rehearsals will be Thursdays at 7 pm, starting TODAY in the West Wing.  Choir will sing on March 26, April 2, April 7 (Good Friday) and April 9 (Easter).  Even if you can only sing on some of the Sundays, you’re very welcome.

Soup Kitchen, March 21, 9 a.m.
First B provides lunch at the Soup Kitchen on the 3rd Tuesday each month.  If you would like to help, please contact Anne Dyck at 403-308-6534 for details

[bookmark: _Hlk129762665]Sympathies
Our sincere sympathies to the family of Ruth Engstrom.  Ruth passed away March 10.  A funeral will be held at Martin Brothers on Tuesday, March 21, 1 p.m.   

Summer Work at First B
[bookmark: _Hlk129591866]We are planning to hire young adult summer interns again this summer, pending approval of our grant application.  Details and applications are in the Fireside Room or https://firstb.net/summer-internships/.  Application deadline April 2.  Contact mark@firstb.net for more info. 

[bookmark: _Hlk129592167]Bruce’s Sabbatical
Council has granted Bruce a sabbatical for spiritual, emotional, and physical renewal.  Over the past three years, Bruce has been able to take only half of his vacation, and none of his study time.  Bruce will be away April 1-June 30 on sabbatical, then on vacation in July.  We have amazing staff and volunteers who will cover preaching and pastoral care responsibilities.  Bruce has worked ahead, so daily readings will continue in his absence.

Canadian Baptists of Western Canada Annual Assembly
The annual assembly of our denomination is June 1-3 in Calgary (https://cbwc.ca/assembly-2023/).  If you are interested in being a delegate from our church, please contact the Office by April 11, info@firstb.net or 403-327-2082.  The church covers registration costs and some accommodation and transportation costs if required.

Easter Season Services
· Sunday, April 2 (Palm Sunday) -Our kids will lead us in a special celebration.
· Friday, April 7, 10:30 am – A Good Friday Service together with St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, hosted by St. Andrew’s this year.  
· Sunday, April 9 – Our Easter Sunday Celebration Services

Easter Choir
Please consider yourself invited to join our Easter choir.   A big thank you to Faye for putting it together and leading!  Choir rehearsals will be Thursdays at 7:00pm, starting this Thursday, March 16 and going until Easter.  The choir will sing in our services on March 26, April 2 (Palm Sunday), April 7 (Good Friday) and April 9 (Easter Sunday).  

A highlight of this season’s choir will be singing a piece specially written for our choir and our friends at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.  St. Andrew’s music director, Lavinia Parker, is a wonderful composer and wrote a piece for our combined choirs to sing together.  The words were written by Carol Heynen and the piece will feature Mark Rodgers on cello.  It will be an amazing experience and a wonderful collaboration between our two congregations.  
Please contact Faye or Matt if you have any questions, etc.  

Post-Secondary Grads
we are having a post-secondary grad moment on Sunday April 16.  Please let Kyle know by April 5 if you or someone you know is graduating this year.

Daily Reading & Prayer Guides
A MARCH-APRIL guide is available at the church and online.  Bruce prepares a new devotional reading, reflection, and prayer for each day.  If you would like the daily email version, email info@firstb.net or sign up at www.firstb.net.  If you can’t find your email version, please check your “Junk” folder – sometimes it gets misdirected.  Prefer paper?  They are in the Fireside Room.  Or we can mail it to you.  

Our Stitch in Time
If you are crocheting, knitting, or quilting throughout the year, why not donate what you make to someone in need?  We’re always on the lookout for everything from toques to scarves to baby blankets.  Contact Carol Jolliffe at 403-327-1023.
[bookmark: _Hlk127282967]
Kids’ Kingdom (Contact Angela: angela@firstb.net)
· Kids’ Kingdom (Sunday School) @ 9:30 
· Staffed Nursery @ 9:30.  Self-serve Nursery @ 11
· Young Worshipers from 11:15-12:00.  
· Toy packs and Pizza boxes – kids’ activity boxes – are available during the services.

YETI Youth
Grades 6-12, you are welcome to join us for youth.  Grab a youth calendar from the foyer or youth room for what’s going on.   Contact kyle@firstb.net for details.  

· Youth Group, Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.  
· Sunday School, Sundays @ 9:30 am. JR high meet in the youth room and SR high meet in room 3 in the west-wing.  
· Youth Mission Trip:  SERVE in Kelowna BC, July 2-8.  Information and applications are in the youth room.  Deadline to apply is Sunday April 23.

Young Adults, Mondays at 7 p.m.
All Young Adults are welcome to an inductive Bible Study on Daniel, Mondays at 7 p.m., in the Fireside Room.  Contact Kyle for more information.

Adult Small Groups this week
Bible studies and small groups meet various times during the week.  All welcome new members.  A great way to make connections and grow closer to God.  Contact Mark: mark@firstb.net.

· Sunday Pre-service prayer @ 9:00 a.m.  Zoom link 
· Sunday @ 9:30 a.m.  Parent Connections in the room by the Offices.
· Sunday @ 9:30 a.m.  Daniel Class, with Gord Hunt, in-person in the West Wing and online.  Zoom link     
· Sunday @ 9:30 a.m.  Sometimes the Bible Says Both Things.  Online Class, with Marv Wirzba.  Zoom link   
· Bible Study on Judges, every second Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., online, led by Troy (next, March 21).  Contact troy@firstb.net  
· Bible Study on Judges, every second Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., in the West Wing, led by Katelyn Entz (next, March 29).  Contact Katelynentz@outlook.com 
· Men’s Book Study, Thursdays, 8 a.m., in the Fireside Room

Hand Bells
Everyone welcome.  For more information, contact Lucy Graham:  lgraham405@hotmail.com 
· Bridge City Bells, Mondays at 1 pm
· FirstB Bells, Mondays at 4:55 pm 

Drop In, Wednesdays @ 10
Everyone is invited to meet in the Fireside Room for connection, conversation, games, and coffee.  Contact mark@firstb.net for more information.

Art Class, Thursdays @ 10
You are invited to make friends, learn, and share.  Beginners and new people are welcome.  If you’re working on or completed a project, bring it along.

Days for Girls (daysforgirls.org)
Monday, April 3, 1-3 pm, volunteers are meeting at the church to work on preparing components, folding underwear, and washcloths, and preloading the shields.  Contact Sharon at sharon.loewen@gmail.com or visit the Days for Girls Lethbridge Facebook Page

Help the Blankenstyns, June 19-July 25!
Mark, Dawn, and the kids, will be back in Lethbridge from June 19 to July 25.  Does anyone in the church have a vehicle that seats 6 that they could borrow for the five weeks they’re here? The Blankenstyns will be sharing about their Kenya experience on Sunday, June 25.  In the meantime, please keep Mark, Dawn, Alea, Loranne, Renae, and Aaron in your prayers.  They are in Nairobi for two years.  Mark is the elementary principal and Dawn teaches music at Rosslyn Academy.  If you’re on Facebook, you can follow their adventures at Blankies in Kenya

Tech Training Videos
Hannah Roberts has made a wonderful series of 4 Tech Training Videos, designed to give an overview of how we run our audio and visual equipment on Sunday mornings.  If you are interested in getting involved with tech, or if you're a past tech who could use a little refresher course, these videos are a short and fun place to start.  The topics covered include:
· Presenting with Easy Worship
· Livestreaming the Service
· Setting Up the Stage
· Running the Sound Board

Worship Opportunities & Playlist
· We are always looking for volunteers for worship teams.  Contact matt@firstb.net
· We are looking for sound, PowerPoint, and livestream technicians for our services.  We will provide awesome training.  Please contact matt@firstb.net
· We have a library of our community worship videos from our Covid era:  https://firstb.net/music-videos/.  Or check out our YouTube playlist.  We have more than 200 music videos.  A BIG THANK YOU to all our musicians!

East Parking Lot on Sundays
Please remember the small east parking lot is all reserved for handicapped parking on Sundays.  Out of consideration for those with mobility issues, If you do not need a handicapped spot, please park in front of the church, across the street, or in the west parking lot.

Prayer Requests
[bookmark: _Hlk103843664]Need prayer?  Contact any of our staff (bruce@firstb.net, mark@firstb.net, troy@firstb.net, kyle@firstb.net, angela@firstb.net)  
Financial Update 
· We appreciate your support so far in 2023!  
· Our utility bills in 2023 have been very high.  
· January’s offering was below our budget requirements.  
· We will have our 2022 financial review back from auditors soon, if you are interested.  

Giving to First B
Please help us have a global impact, help people in need, pay bills, and care for our staff.  Call or email the church anytime:  403-327-2082 or info@firstb.net. 

· Donate at www.firstb.net (“DONATE” button in right hand column)
· Sign up for automatic withdrawal (403-327-2082 or info@firstb.net) 
· Give through e-transfer (giving@firstb.net, no password required. Please remember to include your first and last name in the email)
· Bring your offering to our in-person services Sunday morning
· Mail in cheques
· Drop cheques at the Office or through the mail slot in the Steeple Door
· Use the debit machine at the church
· If you would like offering envelopes, please contact the Office

[bookmark: _Hlk88717538]Ways you can make a difference:
· Check out the Volunteer Lethbridge website for volunteer opportunities.
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