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Last week, in our summer series through the miracles of Jesus, Bruce took us into the Gospel of John. The miracle I chose to talk about this morning, Jesus and the Miraculous Catch of Fish also comes from the book of John. Most intriguingly, it’s the story that concludes the Gospel and it appears to be an addendum. That is, the writers finished their remembrances and reflections on the life of Jesus, but then like Steve Jobs at an Apple Event, they say, “Oh, there is one more thing” and they hand us chapter 21: an additional resurrection story. So what is significant about this story that made he writers insert an afterward? 

A clue may be in the purpose for why this Gospel was written. As we know, there are 4 Gospels. The Gospel of John is quite different from the other 3. Mattew, Mark, and Luke have come to be know as the synoptic gospels, because they recount many of the same stories and content and are all very descriptive in nature, as they retell the events of Jesus life and ministry. John’s Gospel is known as the Book of Signs. It talks about 7 miracles some of which don’t appear in the other gospels, like turning water into wine, and raising Lazarus from the dead. John leaves out many events recorded in the other gospels like the last supper and all of the parables. It’s come to be known as the Book of Signs because when they tell the miraculous stories they refer to them not as miracles, but as signs and at the end of the Gospel after the crucifixion story, after 2 resurrection encounter stories, the book concludes with a clear purpose for writing and an acknowledgement that things have been left out. It says 

John 20:30-31

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

For John, the 7 miracles are signs that Jesus is the Messiah and evidence that he is not merely human but also divine, the Son of God and it’s the author’s desire that people would believe this because in believing this they would have eternal life. 

The final verses of John 20 strongly come across as a conclusion, but then there’s chapter 21. One more resurrection appearance story. What needs to be said that hasn’t already been said? 

Let’s take a look at this story: Jesus and the Miraculous Catch of Fish.

John 21:1-2 

21 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee (James & John), and two other disciples were together. 

They sat on the shore gazing out at the sunset. So much had happened in the last three weeks, let alone the last three years. Peter’s head felt like it was going to explode as his mind flooded with memories. He could still picture Jesus hanging 10 feet in the air, his body beaten and bloody. He could still hear Mary’s cries while they wrapped him for the tomb. But these horrors were being pushed aside as the friends reflected on how warm Jesus’ hand felt as he let them touch his scars after he appeared to them in locked room just days ago, and how salty he thought the fish was that he ate that same night. The friends had been telling and retelling stories all day of Jesus’ resurrection, where and how Jesus had appeared to them and Mary and to Cleopas while he walked to Emmeus. Peter couldn’t sit still any longer. 

John 21:3-6

“I’m going out to fish.” “We’ll go with you,” the others said. They stayed out on the water all night, but came up empty handed.

John 21:5-6

Frustrated and defeated they turned toward land and saw a figure standing on the shore. The man called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” And Peter got an overwhelming sense of deja-vu. 

If we consider the Gospel of Luke, this might be the second time Jesus said these words to Peter. In Luke, the story of when Jesus called the first disciples also occurs on the see of Galilee, and these disciples were Peter (also known as Simon), James and John.

Luke 5:1-11 
Jesus Calls His First Disciples
5 One day as Jesus was standing by the Sea of Galilee, the people were crowding around him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”
5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.”
6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.
Matt 4:19-20 & Mark 1:17-18

19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him. (Matt)

17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. (Mark)

If there are indeed two separate accounts of a miraculous catch, then when Peter heard the words “Throw your net on the right side of the boat” surely he found himself someplace he’d been before recalling Jesus invitation to “follow me”. 

John 21:6

So they cast the net and found themselves unable to haul it in because of the large number of fish. 

And suddenly John found himself in the same memory as Peter and though he still couldn’t see who was on shore, he knew, and turned to Peter and said “It’s the Lord!” 

John 21:7 

Peter wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 

Now, this seems like a ridiculous thing to do, even for Peter. Scholars say that Peter had his clothes off because he didn’t want to get them wet and dirty while fishing. Aren’t they’re only going to get wetter if you put them on and then jump into water. I mean someone’s going to bring that boat in. If you really couldn’t wait to get to shore, why wouldn’t leave your clothes on board and let your fiends bring them in with the boat so you could have dry clothes to put on when you all get to shore. 

Unless, what if John’s exclamation triggered another recollection for Peter. Remember the miracle Kaitlyn took us through a few weeks ago. 

Matt 14:22-33 (Please click along with the reading accordingly)

Jesus Walks on the Water

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.

25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.

27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
29 “Come,” he said.

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”

32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Could it be that Peter now looking across that same water to the figure on the shore with John’s words, “It is the Lord!” ringing in his ears was recalling Jesus with an outstretched hand saying to him “Come”. Maybe he grabbed his garment because there was no doubt in his mind that it was Jesus out there and filled with faith he thought this time he will walk across the water to meet the Son of God. (It’s just a theory). 

John 21:8-11 

8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 

The town of Bethsaida sits on the shore of Galilee and I can just imagine as they pulled that mass of fish onto land Peter might have looked up and saw that town in the distance and Jesus’ words “you give them something to eat” might have come into his mind. 
 
Luke 9:10-17 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
10 … Then [Jesus] took [the disciples] with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, 11 but the crowds learned about it and followed him….

12 Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote place here.”

13 He replied, “You give them something to eat.”

They answered, “We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this crowd.” 14 (About five thousand men were there.)

But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” 15 The disciples did so, and everyone sat down. 16 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to distribute to the people. 17 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.

Might this have been in Peter’s mind when he looked over those 153 fish?  

John 21:12-14

12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Peter caught a whiff of the fire and his heart sank. Another memory. But this one was filled with regret. He was remembering the night of Jesus arrest when he stood outside the courtyard and three times denied knowing Jesus. The smoked burned his lungs. How could he be sitting here with Jesus? What right did he have to share a meal with this friend whom he betrayed? He should go. 


John 21:15-17 

But then Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”


Three declarations to undo three denials. This was no magic spell, but an invitation to rewrite past regrets. From now on when Peter would stand over a fire he would feel its warmth and hear “feed my sheep” rather than remember his cold denial “I don’t know the man.” This was Peter’s chance to confess and receive forgiveness. And it was Jesus revealing himself to be God: the one who alone can forgive sins. 

Perhaps Jesus was remembering too. Remembering the time he asked the disciples, who do you say I am? 

Matt 16:13-19 

Peter Declares That Jesus Is the Messiah

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter (which means Rock), and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matt 16:13-19)

Jesus words to Peter “Feed my lambs”, “Take care of my sheep”, “Feed my sheep” are words of invitation, they are a recalling of Peter to care for Jesus’ followers, the followers who would become his church. They are words communicating true forgiveness. 

It’s like if you borrowed your parents’ car and totaled it and after bring home a new one, they hand you your own set of keys. 

Jesus is holding out the keys. 

John 21 implies an amazing series of recollections.  

Starting with 

0 Peter recalling Jesus’ invitation to follow him
1 Peter recalling Jesus’ invitation to feed the crowds
2 Peter recalling his denial of knowing Jesus at his arrest 
3 And while sitting around the fire a refining occurs as  
4 Jesus has Peter recall/take back his words of denial and exchange them with words of 
    love
5 Jesus re-calling Peter to feed his sheep
6 Jesus re-calling Peter to follow him

Why did John add this final story to his Gospel? His purpose for writing was that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Peter was the first one to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God. Though Peter denied following Jesus his denial did not separate him from the love and forgiveness of God, nor did it disqualify him from ministry. When Jesus called Peter, he already knew Peter’s strengths and weaknesses. He knew he was the kind of man who in one moment would pull out his sword and defend him yet in the next moment deny that he even knew him. Jesus still named him “The Rock”, and not ironically. Peter was made of the stuff upon which Jesus would built his church and that original invitation to “follow me” was still extended. 

As John’s Gospel extends that same invitation to it’s readers, to believe in Jesus and follow him, chapter 21 is here to say that if you feel for some reason that you’re not good enough to follow God, or you’ve declared that you don’t believe in him, that like Peter, you have not been separated from God’s love. You have not been disqualified from serving him or his church if you do something wrong. Jesus knows you with all your strengths and weaknesses. There is forgiveness and reconciliation that is extended to us too and the invitation to follow is always there. 




